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A huge thank you to all the
people who contributed
writing the wonderful and
inspiring articles, without
which there wouldn’t have
been this newsletter issue.

Last but not least, | would like
to thank SLANSW President,
Nalika Padmasena, and

the committee members for
their unfailing support
throughout the creation of
this edition.




PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Nalika Padmasena
president@slansw.org.au

On 8 December 2019 AGM we became the
committee of Sri Lanka Association of NSW (SLA)
with great aspirations for 2020. However, we
witnessed the devastated bush fire and COVID-19
pandemic.We are still not over the COVID-19
pandemic and experiencing the evolving
consequences for individuals and the government.
These posed a huge challenge for us to think
innovatively and creatively.

In line with SLA vision, rather than being reactive
to these events, we were proactive in responding
to these occurrences to build on strategic
partnerships for broader and sustainable
outcomes. We were able to increase member
experience through achieving results and build
social cohesion, innovation and sustainable
administration for the future.

We propose to work with Blacktown City to
implement Council to Council programs to
support people and areas affected by 2019
unprecedented Bushfire that has displaced
many people, destroyed or damaged a
staggering number homes, businesses and
properties in NSW and around Australia. These
discussions are continuing even though the
pandemic stops all our activities.




One of our most rewarding activities was the implementation of NSW Srilankan Support
Network in collaboration with the Sinhalese Cultural Forum of NSW and Austra-Lanka Muslim
Association to reach out to help many who affected due to COVID-19 pandemic in many ways.
We were able to support 79 families with dry rations, rent and special medical needs, hot meals,
jobs network, social and mental support and legal advocacy to get school fee relief, university fee
relief and rental reliefs. The uniqueness of our employment network was that it has created a
link between community members to provide enough work for affected people to manage their
on-going expenses. | am proud to mention that some have gone into create their own small
enterprises.

We are still hopeful for the launch of Sri Lanka Association Women’s Network during this year.
We encourage everyone to participate in “knit a square” initiative to provide warm blankets for
women and children affected by domestic and family violence.

Despite the impediments, following are some of our achievements in the first half of the year.

e SLA members and the community witnessed the historical moment of raising our Sri Lankan
National Flag in Blacktown City on 7 February 2020.

e The Seniors Luncheon and High Achievers event on 29 February 2020 with Katherine
Greiner AO as our Keynote speaker and special guest.

e NSW Sri Lankan Support Network (NSSN) -

e Advocacy letter to Universities Australia and the Government in relation to number of
proposed reliefs for International Students living in Australia

¢ Implementation of weekly online gathering for community members particularly for seniors
in lieu for their regular monthly seniors open days at both Pennant Hills and Blacktown. We
were the first community organisation to arrange such a virtual community gathering in
response to COVID-19 lockdown considering the social and mental wellbeing of the
community members.

¢ Execution of podcasts and webinars during COVID-19 lockdown - interviews with Michelle
Rowland, Member for Greenway; Hon Phillip Ruddock, Mayor Hornsby Shire; Dr Michelle
Byrne, Mayor Hills Shire; Senator Kristina Keneally; Peter Kuruvita and Tony Bleasdale,
Mayor Blacktown City. A webinar with Dr Annemarie Christie.

We strived to be an inclusive organisation with the prime aim to provide a common meeting
ground for all Sri Lankans living in NSW regardless of ethnic and religious differences. We
can proudly say that the numerous strategic relationships we have built so far will benefit and
enhance the future of SLA and its ambitions.

Nalika Padmasena
August 2020



THE SR1 LANKA ASSOCIATION

+(9

2020

NALIKA PADMASENA

President

SUNIL DE SILVA

Vice President

SALIYA TENNEKOON

Vice President

KUMI MOLLIGODDE

RIZAN RIZVI
"
‘.Ivfeg‘?, uaever Public Officer & Secretary Secretary
country run
b'_’, a ) ASHA FONSEKA DINESH RANASINGHE
goenx:,"ttee’ Treasurer Editor
THE
COMMHTEE " PADMINI PERIS CHRISTINE SAMUEL
w“ Committee Member Committee Member

- William

graham

sommer

CECELIN KUVEJU INDRANI WIJAYASEKARA

Committee Member Committee Member

ANU SIVASANTHAKUMAR

Committee Member

UNTIL FEB 2020 UNTIL MAY 2020




+( G

HIGHLIGHTS OF FIRST
HALF OF YEAR
ACTIVITIES

o *3TJE UXXMSAJBE T Al AD .«JAZA3T) 23 2J«}J *Jz 3]~ «z NX3X2-«E J°
HIINIO-Ce $EN BX«O3XT PET«XE $-« A +X«X3J) 53 6 2Jf #I«TI3Ji
$-« A $-2@XN I 53 MTA§ SI|XX2 #IN'O-C« $oE B5IE-3 A-«E
XTI TIXI HINIO-C 70JOX SX2MX3 20X | X<« #Ihi > EX3 0—«cX "0J0X
SX2MX3 IXE « $-««—fEI S-A«N -3 N N|J 3 -Z #IN1°-C« SAfP NARA3J}

TE -3E $-a@00xX 247] #X«)R«i 2?3 2J«l] *-33AX3  00_3«XE
+X«X3 53 2 £ ;3 A°IOE I«T 53 28« TX ? bEJi &3 &-« F N}3J&]
8 5i J«T J §33zX 2P X3 «z -1 T 0 «zA " |XT @X3MXZ" -7 «A=MX3 -7
23§« Ja N-BBAAOE -37J« “J°0 -« CX3X « 3X X«NXI  $ARA3J) ox=a”
I3-2 #WE7° &J«NX 2°AT - 3&3 HI -°]J3J #]|JBJ°|E ? «zJ3JE] J«T | X3
Z3-A°8 E T|A«J®|J«d &J«N «z 2N|--§ E TA"|J ?A3 zX J«T | X3 z3-A°di
J1 E-zEJ SJPITA3IzXi  MTARI|JRI«  «CJ3 2JTIO|i 2IA«TIBE]
&JNX  NITXRE 3 2§ 1A=J3] C O] 93JT © —«Jf T3AR"§ J«T 2J= AX!
$I°X3 «z JTTXT N-f-A3 o= OJX XAX«® FX J3X §--! «z 7-3CJ3T °-
X« | J«N «z —A3 ZAPA3X N-fIM-3J° —«” C O] O] ~ X«zJzX3X«OY

FFX C-AT §1X = XEOX«T -A3 “°XN J§ J°°3XN J° —« °— #INI°-C« $°F
2 7OX3 $ O X~ °3-73]3

o 2JOASTIE TU *XMBAJE TATA ¢ ««AJp U?3 2J«!J H-A«z NJ XEX3)
CJTU  ©°-  3XN-z« “Xi  X«N-A3JzX J«T 3XCJPT  XE3J-3T «JoE
IN| XEXBEX«O™ -7 E-Aaz  A7030§ Je =1 23 2J«c} I TX NX«® =3 | X3 °JzXi «
XTANJO —« IMX7© 3X“AR” « , 20 £ “AJp J307i A" Nil § OX3JOA3Xi ©X37-32 «z
J307j) 7 °-30 JoT N-23 A« OF “X3E NXT 8A3 —~MaXNO X~ 0— X«N-A3JzX o[ X=&
O MX 3-§X 2-TXY I-3 -O|X3" « O|X N-2&A«C°E] &3 &A™ |2J«°|J
Al W<t -CA«d CJI O X ZAX7© “°XJIX3 JO O] ~ XAX«Of

o 2JOASTIET U] *XM3AJE T AT AD  ««hAf 2Xe =37 2A«N | X—« 0= NX§XM3JOX
J«T “J§AOX —A3 "X« =3 @XANXZ -7 O X N-B3A OF J™ °J%0 -7 0| X "X« =3
CXXF NXEXM3JO -« 1J°|3E« +3X «X3  8i $]|J3 -1 6?2F z-EX3«2X«
5« O3] TE -3 $-AcNf -« zX«z 15 $ 8 J«T °|X “°JoXI” 737
Jo0— «OXT >X03XAX«© EffJzX 3MI"IT-3 JOX«TXT J° °|X }XE«-°X
TOXIIX3Z-309] 7 XEX«O



; +(N

? <NXB5IN| T Al AD FXXME £3°AJ) +J°| X3 «z” 13- AN AJ& 0- 3°& «

Fe Seniors SydWest EXA -7 M=°] ;X««d«® , B J«T #INJO-C« ?X« =37 89X« &JE'Y" FX J3X

W Open Day »= X«zJz «z J XN =« ~I N-F2A«OE SXANX3" C - I3X -°|X3C "X A«IMpX °-

U X«zdzX G O] Me-JTX3 N-22A« ok TA3 «z °] © °J«TX2NI Al "~ Jf -

TR g P T e T T AR 0
. an&irrwltlhﬁdﬁv ¥ > «O3-TANX &°-30J¢00_° N" C O] zZAX © “°XJIX3']

18 March 2020

22 July 2020 Y XY

AT AC O] °|X ZAX © J°°XIZI«NX 13- 2] | J«« >I«CHI 13-2 23 2]« h I

i A 2 ,
% “ !ﬂ o .« ©3f CX NXYXMBIOXT 2 «| I N AJ2§ BXC HXJ® -« 5-«TIE &  °3}

e ‘ﬁ o X |ITJ 7°XN Jb ©3-23]2 7-3 EX"J! $XXM3I® -« I«T ;- -« ;-EJ C O]
4 Music-oancing-Tndoor Games - discussions - #lIro] +3XXT #-°] XAX«®” CX3X JTT3X "XT ME -A3 2J«!1J3J&] AX2°HX
“ e m ety $| X2 #]I<C|X BSXXzI|ITAMASX & | I22JIZIEX" A|X3-13-2 23 2]« MY

Lunch & Tea/Coffee Provided

. TOXN J§ “XZ3X«O 0= NXEXM3JOX >J2JT | J«!

s o FX CX3X "ANNX""ZAl « zX% «z J 2AKR NARASIY 23]« O M3 «z Jff 23 2]« M«
XOl« N J«T 3Xhz A" Z3-A°" 0-zXO| X3 = NX|XM3JOX -A3 BXC HXJ3 « °3§
C|IN|] CJ °-7"9°—«XT TAX °- O X °J«TXA NI FX |JT «AMX3 -7 °§J«« «Z
AXX0 «z” C O] OIX ? «| X X SARA3I) *-3A2 -7 6?2 3X 72A« *X L XX«
T— 9|30 CX NI« &J1X © J 2AN| M zzX3 A NARPA3J) XEX«O «XEC EXJ3

o 2JAGN] -7 23 2J«}J TT-NJ° -« F-3X«l" 6X°C-3} 1?72 F6P 8A3
BIAGN] “NIXTAIXT Z-3 BIE = °-"9°—«XT TAX 0= X °J«TX&N J«T °|X
°-"" M§OE -Z 3X'N|XTA§ «z ©=-CJI3T” °|X X«T -Z °|X EXJ® ~ J§' - J°°XJ%"
T3« | «z TAX 9= O X "XN-«T CJEX -ZO| X E3A"T A]X =MaXNe £X -Z°] = ~
O_ «N3XJ X C-3X« J«T E-A«z °X-°X °JN °J° -« J«T X«zJzX °|X 3
N3XJO £ OF J«T ««—AJ0 EX«X” ™ 0= JTT3X™™ N-22_¢« “-N Jj°-° N'{

e The newest initiative of SLAWN is “Knit a Square” - we are requesting our community members to
either knit or sew colourfufsquares that will be sewn together to provide warm blankets for
women and families affected by domestic and family violence. Our target is to donate blankets on
25 November 2020, the day dedicated as International Day for Elimination of All Forms of Violence
Against Women. In Australia this day is known as White Ribbon Day.

Time to Spare? hinit a Square!

Get creative and join us to knit or sew colourful squares that will
be sown together (o provide warm blankets for women and families
affected by DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE

Guidelinea

Knitted

L
. 10 ‘\I
Collection Date ég

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH

Contact

Contact us to locate your nearaest
pickip and drop off points

Padmini ©412 304 621 | Nalika 0424 960 800 | wemensnetwerka@slansw.erg.au

(EJ) 5R!LANKA ASSOCIATION
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EVENTS -

SRI LANKAN FLAG RAISING CEREMONY -
BLACKTOWN CITY COUNCIL BY SUNIL DE SILVA

Sri Lanka Association President, Nalika Padmasena was able to/persuade
Mayor Tony Bleasdale OAM to honour Sri Lanka Independence Day by
arranging a Flag Raising Ceremony on Friday 7 February 2020 at the
Blacktown City Civic Centre.

The ceremony was a significant honour for the Sri Lankan community to
have our Lion Flag proudly fluttering in the evening breeze.

The event commenced with the acknowledgement to the traditional
owners by Greg MacCallum, Sister Cities Project Officer, the coordinator
of the event. The lighting of the traditional oil lamp to the background of
Kandyan drummers and monitored by Rizan Rizvi achieved the time-
honoured tradition of dispelling gloom and bestowing favourable light on
the gathering and was followed by the welcome speech by the Mayor.

The Sri Lankan Consul General Mr M.H.M.Nimal Bandara responded to the
welcome and the honour conferred on our community and motherland by
the Flag Raising Ceremony.
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